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Maricel Castelo Santiago
I’m Maricel Castelo Santiago, presently residing in Neihu, Taipei City. I have a BS Bachelor’s Degree in Accountancy, Computer Programming, and Midwifery (registered) graduate. Photography is one of my hobbies aside from writing poems and short articles. Recently one of my poems entitled "heart full of hope" has been qualified as a 3rd finalist in a poetry-writing contest--"Taipei listen to me."

Working abroad is not that easy because it’s far away from home...from family. But knowing that I have employer who’s kind, understanding, loving in their own special way, they understand all the thing I’ve done and my wrong moves and for that blessing I want to thank our God Almighty. I have been working here in Taiwan for almost 6 years and I enjoy it very much especially when God given the opportunity to meet those people from the following organizations: SMI [Samahang Makata International], KaSaPi [Kapulungan Ng Samahang Pilipino, the Group of Filipino Migrant Workers], MIGRANTE [Migrante Sectoral Party—Taiwan Chapter] and TIWA [Taiwan International Workers Association] family, since then I have been having the best time of my life. Joining this photography workshop is one of my happiest moments here in Taiwan. I am learning about styles of taking picture and sharing my innermost dreams and feelings with others. As I love taking those fantastic views, I find place where my heart belong, and when I find this special place, peacefulness comes over my face. Tahu Park for me is the place where my heart belongs for it’s closer to God and eternity. 

I just want to thank the great people who had given me inspiration to release my hidden thoughts...TIWA family...from the bottom of my heart thank you all...
瑪莉赛‧卡斯泰羅‧聖地牙哥
我叫瑪莉赛‧卡斯泰羅‧聖地牙哥，目前住在台北內湖。我有會計與電腦程式設計的學士學位，並且有合格助產士的資格。攝影是我在寫詩和散文之外的諸多興趣之一。最近我的一首詩『滿心希望』剛獲得『台北，請聽我說』新詩獎的決選第三名。

赴海外工作其實並不容易，因為離家和家人很遙遠。但是真要感謝全能的上帝，讓我碰到了善體人意，關愛和包容的雇主，對我做的事或犯的錯都能諒解。我在台灣工作六年了，非常喜歡這裡，尤其感謝上帝賜予機會去認識菲律賓國際詩人協會、菲律賓外勞協會、移工黨台灣支部、和台灣國際勞工協會如家人般的朋友，自從認識這些團體之後，我的人生變成彩色了。參加攝影課是在台灣最快樂的時光之一，我學到了攝影的風格與訣竅，並且在過程中與學員分享我內心深處的夢想與感受。就像我喜歡天馬行空地去看世界，在鏡頭裡能找到我心靈歇息之處。當我找到這個心靈角落時，會感受到全然的平靜。大湖公園就是我的一處心靈角落，因為它更接近上帝與永恆。
我非常感激台灣國際勞工協會這個大家庭，啟發了我內在的想法與潛能，真心由衷地感激你們。
翻譯：王品
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