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I am Elizabeth R. dela Cruz, a farmer, the third and only girl in five siblings.

Living across the sea for almost half of my life, I have already compared the situation of Filipinos working here from our country. I was once a community organizer in our province, where poverty and corruption are everywhere. Binding with the same goal, we fight against the wrong implementation of tax.  We helped many small farmers to appeal against the unequal income distribution between the owner and the farmer of the land. We expressed our minds against the wrong settlement of land reformation through demolition. Hope that way, we could give justice to the unsystematic treatment against the laborers. This experience gave so much impact in my life.

Now as a migrant worker here, everything was just the same, though here, we exercise caution carefully. Racial discrimination is everywhere. Our freedom to express ourselves is minimal. Seeking for justice in our land was so difficult. How much more if you are in a place where everybody treats you as an alien. Chances are only silence and sacrifice. Because from what I saw before from our country, up to the very moment right here, there had never been any changes. From the highest degree to the lowest one, you’re still a laborer, and you are to be treated like one. 

Witnessing how many decades evolution of this world, life taught me one thing. “Life is never fair, it’s how you take it.” Man will eat you alive to survive. If you are weak, learn to be strong.  Fight to the extent of not knowing how to win. Never give up, as long as you still have a chance.  This is the essence of existence.  

依麗紗白‧德拉‧庫魯斯

我是Elizabeth R. Dela Cruz，家裡務農，在五名小孩裡排行老三，是唯一的女孩。

我在海的另一端過了前半生，這讓我對菲律賓和台灣的生活差異感觸良多。在菲律賓我是一個社區工作者，在我住的省分，貧窮和貪污隨處可見。我與一群志同道合之士並肩作戰對抗錯誤的賦稅制度，我們並協助弱勢小農挺身而出，反對偏袒地主的所得分配體制。透過破壞的手段，我們表達我們對倒行逆施的土地改革的心聲。希望透過以上種種作為，我們能為備受忽視的工人帶來些許正義。這些經驗對我造成很大的影響。

在台灣身為移工，我看到的一切與以前相較幾乎沒有改變，唯一的不一樣是在這裡凡事必須小心翼翼。種族歧視隨處可見。言論自由是奢侈的。在這片土地尋求公平正義是多麼困難。還有什麼比得上你處在一個所有人都當你是局外人的地方？多半時候你只能沈默與犧牲。無論我在母國或在這裡，事情從來沒有改變。無論用哪一個標準來衡量，你都只是一個工人，而別人也這樣對待你。

旁觀幾十年來世局的變革，生命教會我一件事：「生命永遠是不公平的，端看你如何接受它。」為了生存，別人會把你生吞活剝。要是你太虛弱，請學會堅強。要奮鬥到最後一刻，直到無計可施為止。只要有一絲機會，就別輕言放棄。這便是存在的本質。
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