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Cyd Charisse B. Sannoy
I am Charisse and I came from the Central Visayas region of the Philippines. I have been working here as a caretaker for more than a year now, 18 mos. to be specific, and this is my first time to work abroad.

My first year of stay in here has never been easy for me. For one thing, I never had an official holiday off for a year as per contract, so I needed to face all the challenges with my working here all by myself. I went through a lot of changes in my life; my job life is entirely different from my previous one; the people I work and live with; my new environment and the weather most especially the winter wherein I really had the hard time coping up though I feel I’m more adaptive to it now than before. Moreover, in addition to my aunt whose workplace is very far from mine, I only have limited friends to talk to. In fact only 2 of them and unluckily the one close to me resides in Changhwa, which I believe is very far from Taipei. But with my prayers and fighting spirit, I made it through all these struggles. Now, my life is better than before, I’m taking holidays every month and that gave me the chance to work and enjoy my stay here at the same time.

When I first heard about TIWA offering a photography class, I was really delighted with the idea of joining. Although I knew then that I’m very interested, I was a bit hesitant also because of schedule constraints. I have heard that the class is on Sundays but my holiday off falls on Saturdays. But then again I never lost hope. I knew I just have to do something to get in so I went to talk to my boss and fortunately she was good enough to allow me to attend the class. And more so, I was able to get a slot even I was late for I knew that it’s only for a limited number of students.

Speaking of photography, I always consider myself an amateur to this field. I never had any professional experience not after I joined the class. I learned a lot of points, good points like the do’s and don’t’s of photo-taking which I believe is basically the main objective of this class, in addition of course to make and train us to be like professional photographers. Before I never thought that pictures can talk, not until our instructor teaches us how to make a very boring picture into more interesting ones to the audience something like I say it’s really worth the time and the efforts we, each and everyone of us, invested. Moreover, we did not only gain experience but also gain friends and meet a lot of different people. This photo class made us also more attentive and mindful to the places the people and the culture of Taiwanese. Of course it wasn’t really so easy for us taking part of this class because our instructors would make us do a lot of things from the assignments we needed to pass every time as part of our training.

And now our photography class has come to its end. I (and the rest of my classmates I believe) can assure the TIWA that we are taking our photo class very seriously and that we are grateful for the opportunity given to us. The efforts, a lot of it, we put into our works are good enough to prove our interests and seriousness.
雀芮絲、薩諾依

我是雀芮絲，來自菲律賓的菲撒雅斯群島中區[菲國三大群島之一，在呂宋群島之南] (the Central Visayas region)。我在台灣做看護工已超過一年多，精確來說是18個月，而這是我第一次出國工作。

來這裡的第一年真是不適應。甭說別的，我一整年連契約中講明的國定假日都沒得放一天，所以我得靠自己去面對所有工作的挑戰。這一年多來我的生命經歷許多改變：目前的工作跟前一個工作完全不同；我的雇主以及我要照顧的對象；新的環境，天氣，尤其最受不了冬天，真是很難熬，即便我現在已經比當初適應多了。另外，不僅我阿姨的工作地點離我非常遠，我能講話的朋友也非常少。其實就只有兩個，而且很不幸地，跟我最親的那個朋友住在彰化，而我想彰化距離台北很遠。不過，靠著祈禱跟奮戰精神，這些苦我都熬過來了。現在生活比以前好多了，我每個月都有假日，所以我能夠一面工作一面享受待在這裡的日子。

一聽說台灣國際勞工協會(TIWA)要舉辦攝影課，我真是想參加。雖然極感興趣，我還是有點猶豫，擔心與我的工作時間衝突。我聽說攝影課都在星期天但是我的假日都在禮拜六。不過好在我永遠不放棄希望。我知道無論如何都要爭取看看，所以我就去跟我的雇主講講看，沒想到她真的很好心地答應了讓我去上課。而且更幸運的是，即便這個課名額有限而我又很晚才報名，我竟然還能拿到一個名額。

說到攝影，我也算是個業餘的愛好者。上這個課之前我一點專業訓練也沒有。而我在這個課上學到好多東西，像是拍攝時該做和不該做的事，我想這個課除了想訓練我們像個專業攝影之外，這些基本的東西才是這個課程的主要目標吧。之前我從來沒想過照片會說話，直到老師教我們如何把一張無聊的照片變得對觀眾有吸引力，我才領會為什麼這個課對我跟其他每一個學員而言，這麼值得我們投入時間跟心力。而且，我不僅學到經驗還交到朋友，而且還認識好多不同的人。攝影課也讓我們更加用心關注周遭空間、人、以及台灣文化。當然完成這個課程本身也不容易，因為老師給的作業中有種種挑戰，而我們得一一過關才算完成這項訓練。

現在攝影課結束了。相信台灣國際勞工協會可以看到我們(我相信其他學員也是一樣)在攝影課中一路走來的認真，還有我們對這個上課機會的感激。從我們作品中的用心應該足以看出我們的興致與認真。
翻譯者：王品
