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Photography is the process of forming and fixing an image of an abject by the chemical action of light and other forms of radiant energy on photosensitive; or the art of business producing and printing photographs. This is what photography means to me before I joined on this photo workshop.

I’m Blesilda Candingin, a caretaker, like most other migrant workers. I cross land, bridges in search of green without knowing what awaits me in foreign land. However based on my experienced now, I could say that working overseas is like setting foot on the battle field win or lose is the game. For the fortunate one they can find the green Pasteur and reaped the fruit of their hard earned labor but for the unfortunate one sad to say that they will go home penniless. I could say that I belong to the first one, luckily with the God’s blessing I found true green, I was blessed with not so good not so bad employer it’s just right to cope up. However not most of the time I am on the top of the world, along the way I also encountered roadblocks in life. As I could remember there’s thinking I’ve been through way back then when I was applying to come here in Taiwan, suddenly it boast my determination to surpass all hindrance that came along my way. While I’m in the process of struggling I told myself that I should find ways to divert my idle time into meaningful and productive way to release my pressure and tension and homesickness. So this is the time I was engaged in different Pilipino organization there include the Kapulungan ng Samahang Pilipino; Samahang Makata (association of poets and writers) and TIWA – Taiwan Int’l Workers Association. In TIWA and KASAPI I got deeply involved in their various activities and projects that concerned to the welfare of migrant workers, through these organization I found shelter a second home and learned a lot of things that changes my philosophy in life.

My almost six years of stay in Taiwan and almost six years in service to the welfare of migrant workers is really a great honor and privilege to be at their service and it helps to my personality growth. And I also enjoyed the privilege that they are providing for us like this.

Photo workshop, this is very useful we can earn a profit out of it when we retire working overseas, for the fact that they feed us knowledge in photography for free is really a great thing. Before I joined in this photo workshop all I know is that when somebody took picture for me I always said “make it beautiful” not knowing that in taking picture we should also consider some technique in order to get good photos. There’s the right angle or perfect angle, the craftsmanship, the movements of moment’s of truth and so on. And to all of these thanks to our considerate and generous teachers, so now I am fully equipped with knowledge and ready to face the reality of photography. 

布蕾西達‧坎汀寧

在我參加這個攝影工作坊之前，攝影對我來說就是一個利用光的化學動作與其他感光形式將一個物體的形象固定下來的過程，也是一門生產與印製相片的藝術生意。 

我叫Blessic Candingin，像多數的移工一樣，我是個看護工。我千里跋涉想要尋找一片綠蔭草地，但卻對在異鄉等待我的一切一無所知。不過到目前為止我的經驗告訴我，到海外工作就像涉足一場戰役，難知輸贏。對一些幸運兒來說，他們可以尋找到那片綠地，藉由自己的辛勤勞動收割豐富的果實。然而對那些不是那麼幸運的人來說，他們最後可能落得返鄉時身無分文。我可以說自己是屬於幸運的那一群人，在上帝的庇佑下，我真的找到了那一片綠地。我的雇主不特別好也不特別壞，剛剛好可以相處。不過也不是所有時間我都是一切順遂的，這一路上我也不是沒有遇過困難。我記得剛到台灣的時候，一度想要打道回府，後來突生一股決心，要克服所有困厄。在我面臨掙扎的時候，我告訴自己與其把時間花在胡思亂想上，倒不如用些有意義和生產力的方式來處理我的壓力、緊張和鄉愁。所以我開始參與不同的菲律賓人組織，包括Kapulungan ng Samahang Pilipino（KASAPI，菲律賓移工組織）和Samahang Makata （詩人與作家協會）還有TIWA（台灣國際勞工協會）。在TIWA和KASAPI，我相當深入地參與了各項關於移工權益的活動與計畫。在這些組織當中，我彷彿找到了第二個家，並且學到許多改變我生命哲學的事情。 

我在台灣已經近六年了，也投入移工權益的服務快六年了。有機會服務對我是無上的光榮，我也從中得到使自己人格成長的好處。此外，我也很感謝台灣國際勞工組織提供給我們的特別機會，像是這個攝影工作坊。 

攝影工作坊對於我們是非常有用的。能夠免費學習攝影相關的知識真是一件很棒的事。在我參加這個攝影工作坊之前，我唯一知道關於照相的事就是告訴照相的人把我照得美美的，而不會去注意到原來要照出好相片還涉及到技術問題，包括這個取景的角度好不好、動作熟不熟練、取景的時點等等。對此要感謝我們體貼又傾囊相授的老師們，現在我已經具備足夠的攝影知識，準備進入實戰階段了！
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